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sideration of that honorable body. He is induced to pursue 
tllis course upon percei l'ing that great embarrassments have 
been thrown around his father's nomination, by a bill whicb. 
bas this day passed the Senate, to dismember the sixth Judi­
cial District, and attach the county in which its Judge, (the 
present nominee resides,) to the fifth Judicial District, in which 
there is already a Judge. 

I am yours respectfully, &c., 
D. W. 0. CLARK. 

l\Ir. G:i.ge moved that the reque ·t be granted, upon which, 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Y E ... s-:\lessrs . .Bourland, .Brasuear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, 11ancy, G•Lge, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker, Pt>r­
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 'Vootteu 
-17. 

NAvs-None. 
80 the request was granted and the nomination withdrawn. 
A bill to be entitled au act to legalize the marriage of Eli 

Gray, with Ann Eliza Gray; read and Ol'dered to be engrossed. 
Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu­

tion of tho State of Texas, together with the report of the com­
mittee on the Judiciary thereon, was made tho special order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 

Joint Resolution for the benefit of R. l\I. Potter, Collector of 
Customs at Velasco, during the years 1842, 1843, a.nd 1841, to­
gether with the report of the committee on Fina.nee, thereon; 
was read; repol't adopted, and joint resolution lnitl upon the 
table. · 

Ou motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o'clock, to·morrow morning. 

Saturday, 9 o'clock, A. l\f. 
~ebruary 19th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 
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Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage 

Grimes, Jewett, Gitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per: 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten­
.quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips pres~nted the petition of James Alexander Pen­
jarvis, '"hich was read; a.nd, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips referred to tbe committee on 
claims and account& 

Mr. Dancy Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Affairs of State to whom was referred "a 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of Electors 
of President and Vice President of the United St.ates,'' with an 

, amendment, after examining the same, have instructed me to 
report the bill to the Senate with the followinglamendments. 
(to wit:) 

Amendment First : 
In Sec. 1, line 3, after "and" insert. "on the first Tuesday 

next after the first Monday in November.'' 
Amendment second. 
In Sec. 3, line 4, after "dollars" insert "recoverable in the 

name of the Governor, for the use of the State, on motion 
made in the District Court, by the District Attorney, after ten 
days previous notice given to the officer or officers failing to 
make return." 

Amendment third. 
In Sec. 4, line 5, after dollars insert th~ preceding amendment, 

excepting the words "or officers." 
Amendment fourth. 
In Sec. 5, line 4, after "the" strike out "second Monday in 

December," and insert ' 'fourth 1\Ionday in November." Strike 
out from ••shall" in 15th line to "forfeit" in 16th line, and add to 
th~ Section, "a.ft.er givi~g ten clays notice thereof in writing to 
to the Secretarv of State." 

Amendment fifth. 
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In Sec. 6, fill the blank so as to read "first Wednesday of 

December next." 
Amendment sixth. 
Jn Sec. 7, line 3. after "attend" insert, "by the hour of two 

o'clock in the afternoon of the day pointed out in this act.'' 
Amendment seventh. 
Strike the 8th section out entirely, and insert: 
"SEO. 8. JJe it further enacted, That the Governor 1ba1I, on 

or before the meeting of the Electors, cause three lists of the 
names of such Electors to be made out and delivered to tlaem, 
as required by act of Congress." 

After examining the acts of Congress on the subject of the 
~lection of Electors of' President and Victi President of the Uni 
ted States, these amendments have been adopted by the 
eommittee, as being in accordance with the laws of Con­
gress. 

I am therefore instructed to recommend to the Senate, the 
adoption of the amendments and the passage of the bill as 
amended. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred "a 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be levi· 
ed upon the citizens of Harris county:•· and, 

Also a bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to 
be collected in the county of Guadalupe, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate. 

Tbese bills were referred to the committee to obtain their 
opinion upon the constitutionality of the tax proposed to be 
raised in the counties named. The committee stand so divi­
ded upon the question, that it is impossible to report a positive 
decision, one way or the other, as the opinion of the commit · 
tee. Some think the measure unconstitutional, some doubt its 
policy or expediency, while others a re disposed to be governed 
by the wishes of the citizens ofthe countic!l. 

U n<lcr these circumstances, I herewith report the bills for. 
the consideration a.nd action of the Senate. 

Accompanying the bills is a certified transcript of an order 
of the County court of Guadalupe co110ty, made at the October 
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term of said Court, appointing certain individuals the;ein nam­
ed, a Jail committee, and authorizing them to petition the Leg­
islature to pass a la.w authorizing a special tax to be levied in 
the county. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on EnA'rossed Bills, 
reported "a bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage 
of Eli Gray with Ann Eliza Gray." 

And "a Joint Resolution for the relief ofJ. W . E. Wallace," 
correctly engrossed. 

l\Ir. Bache introduced a bill to be entitled an act to estab­
lish the Harrisburg and Rio Grande Railway Company. 

Read first time. 
l\Ir. Phillips introdnced a bill to he entitled o.n act to define 

the time of holding tho District Courts in the tenth J ndicial 
District. 

Read first time. 
On motion ofMr. Cuny, 
A bill to be entitled o.n act authorizing the County Court of 

Fort Bend, to levy an o.dditional tax, was taken up and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an net to create the county of Hays. 
Rel.l.d third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to cren.te the county of Kauf­

man. 
Read third time. 
Mr. Gage moved to amend by inserting the word "each" af-

ter tho word "day" in 3d line of 11th section. 
Adopted. 
The bill was then passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to define more correctly the 

boundaries of De Witt county. 
Read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 

• Justice of De Witt county. 
Rcn.d third time and passed. ,. 



A bill to be entitled an att to establish the county scat of 
Grimes county. 

Read third time and passed. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives 

informing the Senate that the House had adopted the substi­
tute of the Senate fora bill originating in the House, to be enti­
tled an act to prohibit the boards of Land Commissioners in 
each county in this State from issuing certificates to any claim­
ant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant shall pre,·i­
ously thereto have recei\'ed a conditional certificate from 
some competent board. 

Also that the House had passed a bill to he ehtitled an act 
to establish the Galveston and Red River Railway Company. 

Also that the House had adopted the following Resolution. 
"Ruolved, That the Senate concurring, we proceed to e!ec:ln 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, 011 Saturday 26th 
inst., a.t 12 o'ctock, i\f ." 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the countv of Caldwill, 
together with the report of the committee on "counties and 
county boundaries, offering a substitute therefor, was read: 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear tha bill and report were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. McRae, by leave, introduced a. bill to be entitled an act 
to prescribe tho times of holding the sessions of the District 
Courts, in tho fifth Judicial District. 

Read first time. 
l\1r. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 

act to prescribe the times for holding the District Courts of the 
fifth Judicial District~. 

Read first tim<>. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives 

inrorming the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amt-ndments of the Senate to a bill originating in the House, 
to be entitled an act to authorize the opening and con:;itruction 
of a Turnpike road from the city of Houston to Brazos Ri\"er. 

A bill to be entitled an act sapplem('ntary to an act enti· 
tlcd an act to create the county of Smith; approved, April 11th, 
1846. 

Read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled o.n act to incorporate the town of l\Iont­

gomery. 
23 



Read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act organizing County Courts. 
Read second time: and, 
On motion of Mr. \Villiamson, referred to the committee on 

tho Judiciary. 
A bill to be entitled an act regulating elections. 
Read second time: and, 
On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 

Apportionment, Privileges and Electioni>. 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the issuance of land 

pRtents to assignees of executors, administrators and guar­
dians. 

Read second time: and, 
On motion ofl\lr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 

the Judiciary. • 
A bill to be entitled an act to reduce to its constitutional 

size, define the boundaries and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county. 

Read seconel time: and, 
On motion of l\Ir. Gage, referred to the committee on counties 

and county bonndarie!c'. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ceding to the Uni­

ted State!!, jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public 
purposes. 

Read second time: a!ld, 
On motion of Mr. Williamson referred to the committee on 

State Alf airs. 
A bill to be entitled an act to remo\'e the Land Office of the 

Robertson Land District, from Franklin in Robertson county to 
Springfield in Limestone county. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 
1'he report of the committee on Finance, on the resolution 

requiring them to enquire into the amount due Clerks of the 
District Courts by the State, &c., was adopted. 

The report of the committee on claims and accounts, on the 
petition of Luis Sanchez, was read: and, 

On motion ofl\Ir. Jewett, the report and petition were laid 
upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Sheriffs to charge 
mileage in certain cases, together with the report of the com­
mittee on Finance thereon, was reacl. 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, the report was laid upon the table, 
and bill referred to the committre on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the names ofthe coun­
ties of Cameron, Webb and tarr together with the report of 
<:oanmittee on counties and county boundaries, offering a sul::­
~titute therefor, was read: nnd, 

On motion ofl\Ir. Wiltiitms, the report and bill were laid up­
~n the table. 

A bill to be entitled an 11.ct to extend the time allowed to the 
Colorado navigation oompa.ny, for completing the work con­
tflmplated by its charter, as mentioned in the 13th section oi' 
said charter, approved, January ISth, 1844, toget'ber with the 
report of the committee on Internal Improvements, offering a 
substitute therefor, was read and substitute adopted. 

On motion of.Mr. W"illiamson the bill was made the special 
order of the day for l\fond!y next. · 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Kisiah Taylor, 
whose maiden name was Kitri.ah Cryer. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
The report of the committee on Financn on a bill and sub­

stitute to provide for ascertaining the public debt of Texas: 
was, on motion of Mr. Jewett made the special order of the 
<lay for Tuesday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the purchasers of 
Austin city lots, together with the report of the committee on 
Fina.nee, offering a substitute therefor was read. Report 
adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A biH to be entitled an act to incorporate Williamson acad­
emy. 

Read second time: and • 
. On mation of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on educa­

tion. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate thei Colorado and 

Brazos rail road company. 
Read second time: and, 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee _ on In­

ternal Improvements. 
Joint Resolution)nstructing our Senators, and requesting our 

Representatives to procure the passage of an act of Congress, 
concerning the establishment of a temporary line of Military 
Posts, and relative to trade and intercourse with Indians. 

Read second time. 



Mr. Jewett moved to amend by adding the following addi­
tional section. 

"SEc. 4. That the Governor furnish a copy of these Reso­
lutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con­
gress. 

Adopted. 
1'he Joint Resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, • 
The rule was suspended, Joint Resolution read third time 

and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Navi­

gation company. 
Read second time: and, 
On motion of l\f r. Parker made the special order of the day 

for Wednesday next. 
Joint Resolution for. the relief of i..ouis Sanchez. 
Read sncond time: and, 
On motion of Mr. Jewett referred to the committee on Fi­

nance. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Moses Evans, 

surviving administrator of H. S. Williamson, deceased. 
Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Phillips. 
The Senate adjourned until half past 9 o'clock, Monday mor­

ning: 

l\fondav, 9 1-2 o'clock. A. M. 

February 21, 1848. 

The Senate was ca.Jled to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 
Messrs. ·Abbott, Brashear, Bache, BUJ"leson, Clark, Cuny, 

· Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten. 

Quorum 'present. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 


